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The Interlopers by Saki 
 

Also available online: http://www.readbookonline.net/readOnLine/925/ 
Audio version:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjkznVJP4Qg 
 
Video Interlopers Western Version: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4cucyb6_yY&feature=related 
 

Literary terms: plot, irony, setting, theme, conflict, narrative point of view 
 
 

Plot Outline: The Interlopers 
 

Exposition 
 
Characters are introduced 
 
Conflict/Problem is introduced 
 
Setting is described 
Mood is established 
 

 List specific details for the story 
 
 
 
 
 

Rising Action 
  
Events that lead to the climax 
of the story 
 
Certain events  create 
suspense and increase 
tension 

 

 List the main events up to the climax 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Climax 
 
The turning point for  
main character(s)—the 
character makes an important 
decision and takes action 
 

 Describe the important decision/action from the story 

Falling Action 
The events following the main 
character’s decision/action. 

 

 List the important events that lead up to the resolution 

Resolution 
 
The events and details at the 
very end of the story   
 
Describes the results of the 
character’s decision/actions  

 

Describe the situation at the end of the story 

http://www.readbookonline.net/readOnLine/925/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjkznVJP4Qg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4cucyb6_yY&feature=related
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The Interlopers:    Short answer questions 
 

1. List and briefly explain three types of conflict in The Interlopers. Support your 
answer with specific details from the story. 
 

2. What narrative point of view did Saki use in this selection? How do you know? 
Explain using specific details from your notes and the text. 
 
 

3. Identify and briefly explain two (2) examples of irony in this selection. Make 
sure you explain why each example is ironic. 
 
 

4. Discuss the title of this selection. What is an interloper? Who are the 
interlopers in this selection? Explain using at least two examples from the story. 
 

5. Identify a theme for this story. Use three (3) specific details from the text to 
support your response. 
 

6. Explain why the setting is such an important part of this story. Explain using 
two examples from the story to support your answer. (Hint: think character and 
conflict) 
 

7. Draw a visual representation of the setting as it is described in the exposition 
of the story. Use specific descriptions from the text. Use colour to convey 
mood and emphasize the author’s description of the scene. 
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GR9   Theme Paragraph: Development by Example 

 

Opening (topic) Sentences:  Introduce the topic of your paragraph (theme) 
 

1. Open with an attention grabbing idea, statement, question, or quotation related to the 
theme of the selection 

2. Show your knowledge of the term (implied definition of theme) 
3. Introduce the author and the title of the work and state the theme of the selection in a 

sentence.   

Supporting Details: At least Three (3) specific examples from the text 
 

1. Provide a short (1-2) sentence introduction for each example  
2. Use specific details from the selection (who, what, when, where, why, etc.) 
3. Explain how the example supports the theme 

Conclude: Final thoughts about the theme 
 
 Ideas to think about 
 

1. Comment on the importance of this theme  
2. Discuss how the theme is relevant—how you or another reader may benefit from reading 

the selection 
3. Try to conclude with a final quotation or thought that summarizes the main idea(s) in the 

paragraph 
 

 
Writing Frame for Theme                       
 
Indent: Create an introductory sentence: capturing the reader’s attention.  
 
In the short story         written by   
     , the theme is       
           . The theme 
of a piece of literature is the main message that the author is trying to send. In this story 
the author sends a clear message when       
           , this 
supports the author’s theme because        
        . The theme is also revealed when  
      _______________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
Again, the message is clear:          
          _____ 
The final example occurs when         
         . This example also supports 
the main idea because          
       .  In fact, the idea that the writer is trying to 
share here is similar to      because     
        _______________________.  
Clearly, (author’s last name or the author’s)    purpose is to convey to the 
readers that            
    _____ 


