Newspaper Article 

Writing Assignment
Prewriting 

· Newspaper articles have to provide accurate information, and they also have to be interesting to read.

· Newspaper articles should be objective, which means they should give facts, not opinions.

· Remember, it’s your job as a journalist to find answers for the questions your readers will have.

1.  The first thing you need is an interesting story. Find an important event in your novel.

2.  Read that section of your novel again to find the answers to the W5H (who, what, where, when, why, and how) question.

· Who is the subject of this article?

· What did he or she do, or what happened to him or her?

· Where did this happen?

· When did it happen?

· Why did it happen?

· How did it happen?

Drafting Stage

The Lead

3.  Your news article should begin with a lead—an introductory sentence or two that tells most of the important details about the news story.  An easy way to come up with a lead is to combine at the answers to the W5H questions (who, what, when, where, why, and how) into a short paragraph.

The Body

4.  Next comes the body of the article. This part is  where you develop or explain the main facts given in the lead. The details in a newspaper article are given in what is called the inverted pyramid structure. The most important and interesting information comes first in the article since most people read only the first parts of it. Less important details come at the end of the article.

The Headline

5.  The headline is what will attract the reader’s attention, so it needs to be written as a large bold-print title. Most headlines give clues to the story’s content. Create a clever headline that will draw more readers to your article.

The By-line 

6.  The by line contains the name of the person who wrote the story. Include a by line for your article.

Date line (Place line)  

7.  The date line tells where the story happened. Make sure you include a date line for this assignment. Note: both the by line and date line are written underneath the headline in a smaller font.

Photographs and Captions

8.  Include a photo (computer graphic) or drawing, to attract attention, and to help tell your story at a glance. The caption is a short sentence that explains the photograph or drawing.

Revision Stage

1.  Does my lead include answers to the W5H questions?

2.  Does the body of my article develop the details of the story?
3.  Is the information in the article arranged in the inverted pyramid structure?
4.  Are any important facts or details missing?
5.  Is my article objective? Does it report the events fairly without stressing only one opinion?
6.  Is my headline eye-catching?
Proof Reading Stage

1.  Get a partner to proof read your draft. He or she should circle suspicious spellings and underline other problem areas in your writing.

2.  Check the circled spellings in a dictionary.
3.  Ask your partner to check for capitalization and punctuation problems.
4.  Make your corrections and write your final draft.
Final Drafts 

1.  Submit a final draft with a cover page containing the following information: the assignment title, the course and grade, the teacher’s name, your name, and the date.

2.  Submit all prewriting activities and rough drafts with the final draft. 


