Poetry Terms

Alliteration: a repetition of the same beginning consonant sound in two or more words close together. 

Example: Fear that foul Fiend!

· The repeated sounds sometimes affect the meaning of a poem. Some people say that the letter d reminds them of banging and doom; h, lightness, a breathy, airy feeling; b, a drum; w, softness and whispers; m, humming, and whirling; and s, quiet, secretiveness, and the sea.
· Alliteration is commonly used in advertisements, political slogans, and nursery rhymes.
Apostrophe: A figure of speech in which the writer addresses a person or thing not literally listening or present.

Example: “Death, be not proud.”
Assonance: While alliteration is usually achieved with consonants at the beginning of words, assonance comes from a repetition of similar vowel sounds within words.

Example: “Still hid in the mist.”

Ballad: a narrative song or poem, a popular folk song. Ballads, which come from an oral tradition, often use repetition and dialogue.

Blank Verse: unrhymed lines written in iambic pentameter.

Cinquain: A five line stanza, or a poem written in five lines.

Collaborative poem: a poem written by two or more people working together.

Concrete Poem: a poem in which the physical shape on the page represents the subject of the poem.

Connotation: the implied and associated meanings around a word.

Consonance: the repetition of sounds, particularly consonant sounds within nearby words.

Example: “It’s still misty in the west.”

Couplet: a pair of lines in poetry, usually rhymed.

Diction: the choice of words in a piece of writing or in speech

Elegy: a serious reflective poem, usually about death.

Figurative language: metaphorical language; common figures of speech include metaphor, simile, oxymoron, personification, hyperbole, understatement, and apostrophe.

Free verse: poetry that does not adhere to a specific pattern of rhythm or rhyme.

Found poetry: simply language drawn from the poet’s surroundings and crafted into poetry.

Haiku: a traditional form of Japanese poetry that presents a strong image in three lines and few words. English haiku follow the pattern of five, seven, and five syllables.

Hyperbole: poetic exaggeration or overstatement.

Example: “I’m dying for love.”

Image: a strong sensory impression left in the reader’s mind by the poet’s use of description.

Imagery: The use of language to appeal to one or more of the senses: taste, touch, sight, smell, or hearing. Imagery can also be created by writing detailed accounts of texture, movement, sound, smell, colour, size, shape, and light.    

 All images in a poem taken together convey a particular mood affecting the way the reader feels about the subject of the poem. Imagery includes both image and figurative language.

Light Verse: Humorous poetry designed to entertain the reader. Limerick is a common form of light verse.

Line break: a break in poetry, often without regard to sentences, where the author chooses to begin a new line.

Lyric poem: poetry that present a personal, often intense display of thoughts and emotions. Lyric is a widely used term, encompassing many different types of poetry.

Metaphor: A direct comparison between two unlike nouns (persons, places, things) without using the words “like” or “as”. A metaphor can be single word, but it can also run throughout out a sentence, a paragraph, or even a poem.

Metaphors that run throughout a poem are called extended metaphors.
Example: “Life’s but a walking shadow.”

Narrative poetry: a poem that tells either a fictional or true story.
Onomatopoeia:  the formation of words that sound like, or suggest, the objects or actions being named.
The most common examples are words like squeal, thump, crunch, and squish.  When used in moderation, these words enhance and broaden the meaning of a poem. When used too much, the writing becomes absurd, comic, or exaggerated. Advertisers, children’s authors, and cartoonists use onomatopoeia because these words engage the ear and stress the importance of expressive sounds

Oxymoron: a combination of two contradictory words. Shakespeare sometimes used oxymoron to show a character’s confused emotional state. 

Examples: “loving hate”; “cold fire”, “freezer burn”, “civil war”  etc.

Paradox: a statement that appears to be self-contradictory but contains an element of truth.

Examples: “You have to be cruel to be kind.”, “Cowards die many times before their deaths.”

Parody: A comic or satirical imitation of a selection of writing by imitating or ridiculing its style and content.

Persona: The speaker or the “I” of a poem. The persona is not the poet, he/she is a fictitious character created by the 

poet.

Personification: the assigning of human traits to things, colours, qualities, and ideas to nonhuman things, animals, or ideas. A writer can create pictures in which animals, objects, colours, qualities, or ideas seem to be completely human.
Examples: Dancing leaves, smiling lakes, the moon looks down… etc.

Pun: a play on words, usually humorous, that suggests different meanings for words that have the same or similar sounds.   

Examples of a bad puns: “The best way to make an apple crumble is to torture it for ten minutes.” Or “They asked me why I was moving to France and I told them I had nothing Toulouse.” (Toulouse is a city in France.)

Quatrain: a stanza or poem of four lines. The quatrain is the most common stanzaic form in English verse.

Rhyme: The similarity of sounds in words. In rhyming poetry, similar accented sounds are repeated , generally at the end of lines (end rhyme), but sometimes within lines (internal rhyme). Letters of the alphabet are used to describe a rhyme scheme to show which lines rhyme with each other. 

Rhyme Scheme: Shakespearean sonnet is divided into two quatrains and a concluding rhyming couplet. abab cdcd efef gg

Rhythm: the rhythmical pattern of a line of poetry. Rhythm is achieved through repetition.

Simile:  a comparison between two unlike nouns (persons, places, or things) using “like” or “as” to bridge the connection. A  poet sometimes uses a simile rather than a metaphor so that the words, phrases, or sentences make grammatical sense, or to add rhythm or sound to the poem . 

Examples:  “She walks in beauty, like the night

                    Of cloudless climes and starry skies.”

Sonnet: A poem of fourteen lines with a specific rhyme scheme. There two principal sonnet forms, the Shakespearean and the Petrarchan sonnet.

Stanza: A group of two or more lines in poetry which make up a unit or a poem that contain a unity of thought and form.

Symbol: an object or action that stands for something more than itself. In poetry, some symbols are traditional.

Examples: Spring is the traditional symbol for life, youth, and rejuvenation. Autumn is the traditional symbol for decay and disintegration.

Tone: the tone of voice of the speaker of a work, expressing the speaker’s attitude toward the subject and audience. 

The feeling or attitude that the poet wants to convey in a poem. The poet’s choice of words and images contribute to the tone of a poem. A  poet’s use of an image as a comparison often indicates what he/she thinks or feels about his subject—what he wants the reader to think and feel.  When reading a poem for tone, try to imagine how the speaker’s voice would sound. Is he or she sincere, or is this just a show of emotion? Is he or she taking the situation coolly, or he or she ranting and raving?  

Understatement: the deliberate representation of something as being less important than it really is.

Verse: a unit in poetry. It can mean either a line or a stanza.

How to Read a Poem

Directions: Follow the six step process and answer the questions in jot note form.

1.  Pre-Reading

· Look over the entire poem. Does the layout or form of the poem carry some meaning?

· Read the title. What does the title suggest?
2.  Read the poem all the way through.

· What images do you see? 

· How does the poem make feel? Why? 
· What thoughts come to mind as you are reading?  
3.  Read the poem again but very slowly concentrating on the parts that seemed unclear.

· Use a dictionary to check unfamiliar words.

· Who is the speaker in the poem? Is it the poet? An animal or object?  
· How does the speaker feel about the subject of the poem? 
· Does the poem begin with an event? An act?  An idea?
4.  Read the poem a third time, aloud.

· Listen to the sounds of the words and how they affect you? Do the sounds add meaning or create a mood?

· Look for repeated words. Poets often use repetition to emphasize the main idea or improve the rhythm of a poem.
5.  Tell what the poem is about in your own words.

· What is happening in the poem (literal summary)?

· What does the poet or speaker see, think, or feel?
6.  Connect with the poem.

· Which feelings, situations, or images remind you of events or emotions in your own life?
