DDSC Paragraphing Strategy

Remember the Mnemonic:  DDSC

Directions: Answer the question completely. Ensure that you address each part of the question. For example, if the question asks for three (3) examples make sure you include three examples in your response.

Definitions: In your response define and/or show your knowledge of any literary terms referred to in the question.

Support: Always “back-up” your opinion with evidence (quotes, paraphrases, and inferences) drawn from the text.

Connect and conclude: Try to make personal connections with the text when appropriate. Restate your main points and end with an interesting and appropriate final thought or comment. 

Pre-writing activities

· Read the questions very carefully. 

· Try to breakdown the question into shorter tasks. 

· Look for key words/phrases and literary terms.

· Respond to all tasks in the question in jot note form. 

· Make a quick outline. This helps you organize your thoughts.

· Decide on the appropriate paragraph form (persuasive, narrative, expository, or descriptive).

· Use transitional expressions.

· Include the author and title of the selection in your paragraph

Answering Paragraph Style questions 

The following is intended as a basic guide. Answer formats can vary depending on the purpose of the question and the type of writing being evaluated.

Theme

· Begin with a topic sentence which defines or shows your knowledge theme.

· State your opinion about the central idea (theme) of the selection.

· Use evidence from the text (events, quotes, paraphrases, inferences) to support your opinion.

· Explain each piece of evidence as you present it. 

· Make sure you indicate how the supporting evidence relates to the theme.

· Try to connect your ideas about theme to your own experience or other texts.

· Summarize your ideas or leave the reader with an interesting final thought or quote about theme

· Use transition words to show how your ideas are connected with one another.

Note: Character +Conflict =Theme
Tone

· Begin with a topic sentence that defines or indicates your knowledge of tone.

· Identify the overall tone in the selection. 

· Indicate what words, phrases, images, etc. convey tone in the selection.

· Discuss how the tone is used by the author to support the theme or main ideas in the text.
· Try to connect your ideas to your own experience or other texts.
· Summarize your ideas or leave the reader with an interesting final thought about tone.

· Use transition words to show how your ideas are connected with one another.

Metaphor/Simile

· Begin with a topic sentence which defines the term.

· Show your knowledge of the term by quoting specific examples from the text.

· Explain what two nouns (person, place, thing, or idea) are being compared and how they are alike.

· Discuss why the comparison is effective. Both metaphor and simile enhance the description of the subject. However, they may also convey ideas about theme, mood, atmosphere, tone, setting and so forth.
· Leave the reader with an interesting final thought about the comparison.
· Use transition words to show how your ideas are connected with one another.

Personification

· Begin with a topic sentence which defines or indicates your knowledge of personification.

· Quote specific examples of personification from the selection.

· Identify the object that is being personified. Describe the human characteristics assigned to the object.

· Discuss why the comparison is effective. Personification can add humour or increase drama, suspense, and conflict in the selection. The comparison may also convey ideas about theme, mood, atmosphere, tone, and so forth.

· Summarize your ideas or leave the reader with an interesting final thought about the comparison
· Use transition words to show how your ideas are connected with one another.

Paragraph Organizer: Development by Example
	Opening statement: captures the reader’s attention and set the tone of your response.
· Definition of the literary term/ device/ technique term
· General statement about the purpose of (literary term/ device/ technique) in the selection.


	Thesis statement 

· Introduce the author and the title of the selection

· Describe how the author uses the (literary term/ device/ technique) in this particular selection.  



	Supporting Details: Discuss  three (3) specific examples supporting your thesis statement
1. Provide a short (1-2) sentence introduction for each example 

2. Use specific and relevant details (who, what, when, where, why, etc.)

3. Explain how each example supports the thesis statement



	Conclude: Leave the readers with a final thought on the topic

1. Comment on the effectiveness of (literary term/ device/ technique) 

2. Did the technique improve the selection? Explain why or why not.

3. Discuss whether the technique achieved it purpose 




Theme Paragraph Organizer
Directions: Use template and writing frame below to help you create a response.

	Title:

	Author:

	Opening statements related to the theme: 

· State the theme in a complete sentence or make an attention grabbing statement about the theme in this novel

· Include a general statement about the way the author conveys theme to the reader



	List the main ideas, events, etc. that support your theme

	1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________



	How does the theme relate to the main character, the behaviors of the characters, the resolution of conflict, the title of the novel, and the message for the reader.

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________




Basic Template:  Theme Paragraph Novel
Directions: Fill in the blanks in the paragraph below by using the facts listed in your jot note outline.

     The novel_________________________________________________________

by________________________ make a strong statement about  ___________________________________

______________________________. The author describes how _________________________________ ___________________________________________.   The main character must_______________ __________________________________. Another event that supports this theme occurs when,________________________________________________. In this example the author (character, narrator)______________________________. The theme is also supported in the novel when, ______________________________________________.This examples shows _________________Even the title of the novel hints at theme when________________________________________. Perhaps the strongest example take places place during______________________________________. In conclusion,_____________________________________

______________________________________________________.
 Poetry: Literal Summary Organizer
Directions: Fill in the chart below and use to help you create a literal summary paragraph.

	Title:



	Author:



	What is the subject of the poem?

· What is happening in the poem? _____________________________________

· Is something being described ?  _____________________________________



	List the main ideas (events, descriptions, comparisons, etc.) in the order they appear in the text.

	6. __________________________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________________

9. __________________________________________________________________

10. __________________________________________________________________



	How does the poem end?

4. __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________________




Basic Template:   Literal Summary Poetry
Directions: Fill in the blanks in the paragraph below by using the facts listed in your jot note outline.

     The poem__________________________________________________________

by________________________ is about  ___________________________________

______________________________. The speaker describes _________________________________ ___________________________________________ Next, __________________________________. Then,________________________________________________.____________________________________________________. After that, ______________________________________________.The poem concludes when__________________________________________________________.
Writing Frame Template

Poetry Analysis Paragraph

Chronological (Stanza by Stanza)

Key Points

· The simplest way to write this kind of paragraph is by following the chronological (time-order) organization pattern. 

· Start with the first stanza and move on to the next one until you’ve reached the final stanza in the paragraph.

· Do not leave out any stanzas, key events and/or descriptions

· If the poem is just one large stanza divide the poem in three sections (beginning, middle, and end) and then summarize each section

· Always use transitional expressions in well-developed paragraphs (8 or more sentences)

	Key events, descriptions, images, etc.
	  Your reaction to each stanza

	Stanza #1

· 
	· 

	Stanza #2

· 
	· 

	Stanza #3

· 
	· 


Directions: Fill in the blanks in the paragraph below by listing the facts/events/descriptions in each stanza.

     The poem_____________________________________________

by____________________ opens with the speaker _______________   discussing___________________________________. The second stanza focuses on______________________ Next, the speaker addresses__________________  _____________________________________________________________.   In the  fourth stanza,__________________________________. The poem concludes when,___________ ________________________________________________________________________. 

Note: The writing frames above are simply templates; you may substitute different transitional expressions and so forth. The templates can be adapted to almost any question, just substitute the appropriate literary term and adjust the sentences to suit your needs.   

