Book Cover(front cover)
· Book covers usually give us our first clue of what a book will explore  

· Book covers can also be used to persuade potential readers to consider buying the book
· Book jackets usually include literary awards and seals 
· If the book was made into a movie—there is usually a motion picture reference
Front Cover

· Features the title of the book in a clear and obvious way.  The letters usually stand out in some way from the other details that may be included on the cover.

· You will often find the name of the book’s authors and illustrators on the front cover as well, in a smaller-sized font than the title
The front cover of a book often includes a picture that illustrates any of the following:

· One or more characters  

· The setting 

· A specific event   

· An important symbol in the book 

	Book Cover Design Rubric
	Rating

	Content: Text and images are related to the book’s topic and make it easier to understand


	1 2 3 4 5

	Balance: There has to be a good balance of text and images


	1 2 3 4 5

	Originality: The text and images used on the book cover reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display   

	1 2 3 4 5

	Attractiveness:  The book cover is very attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness (very important, should include a rough draft for this reason)


	1 2 3 4 5

	Grammar and spelling: For title and author’s name but especially for back cover blurb… Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.  Make cover attractive enough to get reader to want to read the blurb, get the potential reader interested.

	1 2 3 4 5


Note:  It is extremely important to have a neat, attractive looking book cover which grabs a potential reader’s attention.  If the book cover looks appealing, the potential reader will likely look at the back cover to read the back cover blurb, which is the second most important selling point of a novel.

Back Cover Blurb:

· The back cover of a book can include any information that might interest readers in the book.  On most back covers, you will find an excerpt from the story (quoted section), a short summary of what the book’s contents are about, or reviews of the books by other readers.

· We are going to concentrate on creating a back cover blurb
· A blurb is often like a very short book report: its purpose is to provide just enough details to interest someone in reading the book.  It can also be used as a teaser for the plot of a novel.

· Your novel is hundreds of pages long, but you'll need to describe it in a few short paragraphs  
· Shorter novel blurbs are usually between 75-200 words long or two paragraphs.

· You don't want to give away too much about the plot, but you do want to entice the reader to purchase the book 

· Some authors write about the first exciting scene in their novel or pose a “What would you do if…” question.  (For example what would you do if you had many conflicts to face, how would you overcome them?)
· Or you might write your blurb about the first exciting scene when Kevin and Max get bullied by Blade and his gang 
· The blurb will be your readers' first look at your novel.

First Paragraph

· First paragraph: Simple plot set up, and main character's emotional involvement with it. What is the main character's goal and why? 
Second Paragraph

· For the second paragraph this is where you might choose to describe an exciting or suspenseful scene in the book, or summarize the main plot of the novel.  
Here are some hints to help you write a catchy blurb:

· Do not be overly clever or dull. Readers look at the blurb to find out a bit more about the book not to be made more confused

· Keep the language simple. The blurb needs to be easy to read and digest in a very short space of time.

· Get the key points about the book through but do not give everything away
· Pull out some of the best lines and statements from the book and incorporate these into the blurb
· Or leave the reader wanting more by posing a question. 

· Note: The blurb will be marked on relevance, creativity, descriptive words, catching the reader’s attention,  spelling and grammar.
· Finally…..Try to be as creative as you can using what information you know from reading the book.

· Have Fun and Good Luck!!!

